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A	group	of	friends	visit	him,	and	are	grieved	and	worried	about	their	friend’s	nearing	death.	The	most	purest	of	souls,	those	who	devote	their	entire	life	to	loving	wisdom	(i.e.	literally,	the	philosophers),	will	be	best	off	–	they	will	be	rewarded	in	the	afterlife	and	meet	the	gods	and	other	great	men.	But	the	soul,	as	a	life-giving	element,	cannot	be
destroyed	so	it	has	to	go	somewhere	after	the	body	dies.	Socrates	defends	himself	in	a	rather	apathic	way,	not	caring	much	about	what	will	happen	to	him.	He	warns	the	jury	(which	were	judges	as	well),	that	they	have	made	a	big	mistake	by	ordering	Socrates’	to	die	and	that	Athens	will	pay	for	it.	He	says	he	is	no	atheist	since	he	believes	in	God	(his
own	God,	not	the	Athenian	gods);	he	is	not	a	teacher	since	he	doesn’t	ask	money	for	his	dialogues	and	he	doesn’t	teach	any	subject;	and	he	doesn’t	know	anything,	that’s	the	only	thing	he	knows,	so	he	could	never	corrupt	his	conversational	partners	anyway.	MiAaHDL	Description:	1	online	resource	(vi,	58	pages)	Details:	Master	and	use	copy.	Our
senses	are	limited	and	prone	to	errors,	so	it’s	very	comfortable	to	look	for	stability	behind	all	the	apparent	change.	Composites	can	break	down	in	their	constituents,	which	can	form	new	composites	–	hence,	these	substances	are	changing,	perceptible	and	mortal.	Building	on	Pre-Socratic	notions,	Plato	explains	that	the	universe	was	ordered	out	of
mixed	substances	by	Intelligence,	and	that	Intelligence	partakes	in	certain	objects	in	the	universe,	giving	these	objects	life,	motivation	and	reason.	Pious,	because	Euthyphro	tells	Socrates	that	it	is	good	to	accuse	his	own	father	because	the	gods	approve	of	this.	Socrates	tries	to	argue	them	out	of	their	emotions	by	claiming	that	they	should	be	happy
for	him.	The	soul	become	a	pure	reality,	a	pure	Idea,	again	–	just	like	it	was	before	it	was	tied	town	to	a	fragile	body	by	the	gods.	Contents:	Euthyphro	--	Apology	--	Crito	--	Phaedo.	In	summary:	Socrates	asks	him	whether	(1)	something	is	pious	because	the	gods	approve	it,	or	(2)	the	gods	approve	it	because	it	is	pious?	Digital	master	created	according
to	Benchmark	for	Faithful	Digital	Reproductions	of	Monographs	and	Serials,	Version	1.	But	by	questioning	these	people,	Socrates	found	out	that	all	of	them	pretended	to	know	things	while	in	actuality	they	didn’t	know	anything.	So,	when	we	observe	corpses	decompose,	we	see	composites	break	down	in	their	elements.	He	could	have	left,	then	and	in
the	meantime,	but	he	didn’t.	And	not	only	this,	this	didn’t	even	know	that	they	didn’t	know	anything.	Still,	it’s	interesting	stuff	to	read,	and	The	Last	Days	of	Socrates	(2003)	is	a	decent	collection	of	four	of	Plato’s	most	important	and	influential	works.	Because	of	his	arguments.	Other	Titles:	Dialogues.	Injuring	someone	is	injustice,	and	being	virtuous
forbids	injustice.	After	which	Euthyphro	ends	up	in	a	Socratic	dialogue	which	centres	around	the	question	of	what	is	pious?	Also,	Plato	had	an	excuse	for	his	flaws	–	limited	knowledge	–	and	as	a	creative	mind,	he	was	paving	the	way	for	future	philosophy	to	ride	on	–	this	cannot	be	said	of	more	modern	speculative	philosophers	like	Hegel,	Husserl	and
Heidegger.	[Place	of	publication	not	identified]	:	HathiTrust	Digital	Library,	2011.	The	slave	had	killed	someone	from	Euthyphro’s	father’s	household,	so	Euthyphro’s	father	tied	up	the	slave,	put	him	in	a	ditch	and	went	to	the	Athenian	court	to	ask	what	he	should	do.	Genre/Form:	Electronic	books	Additional	Physical	Format:	Print	version:Plato.Trial
and	Death	of	Socrates	:	Euthyphro,	Apology,	Crito,	Death	Scene	from	Phaedo.Indianapolis	:	Hackett	Publishing	Company,	Inc.,	©2010	Named	Person:	Socrates.;	Socrates.	The	Last	Days	of	Socrates	(2003)	is	a	collection	of	four	of	Plato’s	dialogues,	all	centred	around	the	last	days	that	his	tutor	Socrates	was	alive.	He	is	even	haughty	enough	to	laugh
away	the	offer	to	live,	by	either	excusing	himself,	escaping	from	prison	or	paying	a	fee	–	in	fact,	he	supposes	his	punishment	to	be	that	the	State	will	take	care	of	him	in	a	fashionable	manner,	providing	food	and	shelter,	out	of	gratitude	for	his	work.	Existence	is	not	a	quality	that	objects	can	possess	or	lack.	Why?	Plato	identifies	these	imperceptible
things	as	Ideas,	or	Forms,	and	the	sensible	things	as	material	objects,	which	partake	in	these	Ideas.	In	the	Apology,	Socrates	offers	his	defence	speech,	after	his	accusers	have	brought	the	charges	against	him.	The	human	soul	is	such	an	intelligent	thing,	partaking	in	Intelligence	in	more	or	lesser	degrees.	So	Euthyphro	counters	that	Piety	is	a
subdivision	of	Justice.	After	he	came	back,	the	slave	had	died	from	hunger	and	thirst,	so	Euthyphro	decides	to	take	his	own	father	to	court	and	let	the	judges	decide	if	they	convict	the	man	for	murder	or	not.Socrates	naturally	begs	the	question:	why	do	you	think	it	is	good	to	take	your	own	father	to	court?	We	see	here	the	upright	dogmatists	not
bending	his	back	in	front	of	resentful,	lowly	opponents.	For	the	best	experience	on	our	site,	be	sure	to	turn	on	Javascript	in	your	browser.	The	first	dialogue,	Euthyphro,	takes	place	at	the	Athenian	court,	when	Socrates	has	to	wait	for	his	trial	to	begin.	Justice	can	be	split	up	into	just	according	to	humans	(treating	other	human	beings	well)	and	just
according	to	gods	(offering	to	the	gods	what’s	due	to	them).	Many	years	ago,	the	Oracle	at	Delphi	told	a	friend	of	Socrates	that	Socrates	is	the	wisest	of	men.	To	find	out	why,	he	went	to	the	people	who	are	supposed	to	be	knowledgeable	experts	in	their	fields:	politicians,	poets	and	skilled	craftsmen.	Elements,	though,	cannot	–	by	definition	–	be
broken	down	in	more	elementary	constituents	–	hence,	these	substances	are	unchanging,	imperceptible	and	immortal.	You	cannot	claim	that	because	I	can	abstract	a	perfect	circle	from	observations	from	imperfect,	worldly	circles	(e.g.	in	the	sand),	this	abstraction	thus	exists.	Socrates	is	accused	of	being	an	atheist	(i.e.	not	believing	in	the	gods	that
the	State	prescribes)	and	a	corrupter	of	morality	(i.e.	teaching	the	young	to	think	for	themselves	and	not	believe	arguments	based	on	authority/expertise).	When	in	his	cell,	awaiting	his	day	of	reckoning,	Socrates	is	visited	by	friends.	JavaScript	seems	to	be	disabled	in	your	browser.	(1)	leads	to	a	definition	of	piety	as	slaving	away	at	the	whims	of	the
gods,	which	cannot	be	really	pious;	(2)	leads	to	a	definition	of	piety	as	something	in	itself,	something	to	which	the	gods	have	to	submit,	just	like	human	beings	need	to.	Without	knowledge,	Athens	will	not	be	virtuous.	One	of	them,	Crito,	is	the	main	personage	in	the	third	dialogue,	Crito.	Now,	Euthyphro	has	enough,	leaves	Socrates	and	the	dialogue
ends.	People	who	do	better	will	be	reincarnated	as	social	animals,	bees	and	ants,	for	example.	Also,	we	can	know	that	our	soul	existed	before	our	births	be	turning	the	Plato’s	theory	of	knowledge	as	recollection.	But	it	is	a	logical	fallacy,	none	the	less	–	you	cannot	treat	existence	as	a	predicate.	But	why	should	his	friends	believe	him?	It	is	Plato’s	finest
exposé	of	his	theory	of	Ideas	(or	Forms)	and	it	offers	us	the	mechanism	by	which	these	Ideas	operate	to	create	the	world	around	us	and	all	the	change	in	it.	In	sum:	Plato	tries	to	derive	the	existence	of	empirical	objects	from	analytic	deductions	–	something	which	has	clouded	philosophy	for	way	too	long.	Euthyphro	answers	that	human	piety	offers
gratitude	to	the	gods,	but,	according	to	Socrates,	this	brings	one	back	to	the	original	question:	why	do	the	gods	then	approve	of	this?	This	proves	that	the	soul	exists	before	we	are	born	as	organisms	and	that	the	soul	knew	much	but	forgot	things	(possibly	due	to	bodily	distractions).	We	see	in	Socrates,	and	Plato,	still	the	mysticism	and	pseudo-
philosophy	that	would	only	be	destroyed	when	British	empiricism	tried,	once	more,	to	understand	how	knowledge	comes	to	be	–	ending	in	Hume’s	radical	scepticism	and	Kant’s	failed	attempt	to	restore	some	Platonic	Idealism.	We	know	things	that	cannot	come	from	sense-perception,	so	this	knowledge	but	somehow	already	exist	in	our	souls	before	we
were	born	as	organisms.	This	is	the	picture	of	the	afterlife	that	Socrates	paints.	Even	now,	there	is	much	too	much	mysticism	involved	in	certain	branches	of	philosophy	–	deducing	supposed	knowledge	from	imperceptible	realms.	Escaping	prison	now	would	mean	breaking	the	law;	being	just	requires	Socrates	to	undergo	his	punishment	(i.e.	die).	The
third	edition	of	The	Trial	and	Death	of	Socrates	presents	G.M.A.	Grube's	distinguished	translations,	as	revised	by	John	Cooper	for	Plato,	Complete	Works.	Digital	Library	Federation,	December	2002.	The	four	dialogues	follow	Socrates’	adventures	as	he	goes	to	court	to	face	his	accusers	in	his	trial,	his	conviction	and	his	final	moments	before	taking	the
poison	and	dying.	These	elements	can	only	be	abstracted	from	perceptible	things	and	hence	perceptible	things	can	only	resemble	these	abstract	things	in	more	or	less	degrees.	The	gods	chain	souls	in	fragile,	corruptible	and	corrupting	bodies.	Socrates	has	two	options:	convince	the	State	of	its	mistake	(which	he	failed	to	do)	or	to	undergo
punishment.In	this	dialogue,	Plato	lets	Socrates	explain	how	the	Laws	are	almost	a	personage	on	their	own	–	Socrates	claims	the	laws	birthed	him,	reared	him	and	when	he	turned	17	(the	age	at	which	a	child	became	an	adult),	he	voluntarily	entered	into	a	contract	with	the	State.	Again,	we	see	here	the	dogmatist	who	feels	upright	and	superior	to	all
the	hypocrites	around	him	–	a	typical	academic	attitude,	which	can	be	seen	in	many	academics	in	our	own	time	as	well.	Because,	being	a	philosopher,	he	will	in	a	very	short	time	become	an	immortal	soul	again,	soaring	to	heavenly	heights,	since	he	has	led	a	good	life.	Socrates	thinks	that	he	can	logically	prove	the	existence	of	an	immortal	(literally	un-
dying)	and	imperishable	soul.	Socrates	replies	that	escaping	prison	would	mean	breaking	the	Athenian	law	and	hence	injuring	the	State	and	the	Laws.	So,	Socrates	pleads	‘not	guilty’,	since	he	has	done	no	harm	to	anyone	–	rather	the	reverse:	he	has	enlightened	people	and	has	protected	the	Athenian	people	from	making	certain	mistakes.	Thinking
something	is	not	an	argument	for	the	existence	of	that	something.	The	only	thing	he	cares	for	is	to	stick	to	his	principles.	I	can	see	how	this	mysticism	might	appeal	to	people,	deriving	true	reality	from	the	endless	bombardment	of	sense-experience.	The	soul	is	deemed	to	be	such	an	immortal	and	imperceptible	element,	and	hence	cannot	be	destroyed
(literally	is	un-dying).	A	number	of	new	or	expanded	footnotes	are	also	included	along	with	a	Select	Bibliography.	Material	Type:	Document,	Internet	resource	Document	Type:	Internet	Resource,	Computer	File	All	Authors	/	Contributors:	Plato;	G	M	A	Grube;	John	M	Cooper	Find	more	information	about:	Plato	G	M	A	Grube	John	M	Cooper	ISBN:
9781603844598	1603844597	9781603846486	1603846484	OCLC	Number:	700690536	Reproduction	Notes:	Electronic	reproduction.	Most	of	the	people	will	succumb	to	the	bodily	seduction	and	lead	a	life	of	debauchery	and	ignorance.	They	will	reward	a	man	for	living	a	life	of	contemplation,	resisting	all	the	bodily	desires	such	as	food,	drinks	and	sex.
This	signals	the	willing	submission	to	the	State	and	its	Laws.	There,	while	waiting,	he	meets	a	man,	Euthyphro,	who	comes	to	The	Last	Days	of	Socrates	(2003)	is	a	collection	of	four	of	Plato’s	dialogues,	all	centred	around	the	last	days	that	his	tutor	Socrates	was	alive.	The	feeling	of	superior	knowledge	and	the	position	that	entitles	someone	to	exclaim
truths	–	never	mind	all	the	fallacies	involved	here.Anyway,	the	final	dialogue,	the	Phaedo,	explains	how	Socrates	lived	in	his	final	moments.	...more	Cooper.	There,	while	waiting,	he	meets	a	man,	Euthyphro,	who	comes	to	accuse	his	father	for	murdering	one	of	his	slaves.	The	gods	will	punish	these	souls	by	reincarnating	them	as	stupid,	lowly	animals,
such	as	donkeys	and	flies.	Crito	comes	to	visit	Socrates	to	beg	him	to	escape	his	prison	cell	and	live	somewhere	else	and	see	his	three	children	grow	up.	The	Apology	is	basically	one	long	argument	to	prove	the	existence	of	the	soul	as	an	immortal,	imperceptible,	infinite	thing.	(1)	is	obeying	a	dictator	while	(2)	makes	the	gods	superfluous.
Responsibility:	Plato	;	translated	by	G.M.A.	Grube	;	revised	by	John	M.
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